Table 2

Useful and Dangerous Philosophical Assumptions

      Useful




Dangerous







      Human Nature

Basic human equality


One correct basis of human equality;










Humans inherently evil or good;










Fundamental human inequalities 

     based on ascriptive traits;











Narrow conceptions of human 











     motivations and purposes


     Nature of Society

Existence of diversity


Societies should be homogeneous;






Cross-cutting social cleavages
Existence of over-riding social cleavage;






Importance of civil society

Decay of civil society


     Ontology


Thin Ontological beliefs

Insistence on particular conception of 







Human choices and resources

ultimate reality;






     affect fate of world. 

Economic determinism;












Divine determinism;


     Epistemology 

Emphasis on social 


Divine Revelation;






    understanding and agreement
Scientism;






Tentative knowledge


Authority of popular choice;






Doubt of universal truth

Extreme skepticism





